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Farm in the City Summer Program 
Parent Orientation 
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Dates and Hours 
Basic Program 
Each week of the Basic Program will focus on the culture of a different region of the 
world: 

June 16-20: Asia 
June 23-27: South and Latin America 
June 30-July 3 (No camp on Fri. July 4): Africa 
July 7-11: Pacific Islands 
July 14-18: North America 
July 21-25: Europe 

The Basic Program runs from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. A copy 
of our daily/weekly schedule is attached for your reference. Every Monday, we devote 
time to an orientation for children who are new to the program. On Friday afternoons, 
we invite you to join us for a celebration of children’s accomplishments. See “Friday 
Celebration” for more details. 
 

Specialty Camps 
The two Specialty Camps run concurrently: 

July 28-August 8 Photography and Documentary Filmmaking 
July 28-Auguts 8 Community Art Project 

Specialty Camp hours are 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Creative Aftercare 
Aftercare hours are from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 



 2 

Age Groups 
Children will be assigned to a group based on their age. 
 Ages 7-8 Bees 
 Ages 9-10 Bats 
 Ages 11-12 Butterflies 
You’ll see that activities in our Daily/Weekly Schedule (attached) are organized by 
age group. Please respect our attempts to maintain age-appropriate groups. 

Staff 
I am delighted to welcome Raj Sethuraju as our Summer Program Manager. Raj has 
an extensive background in youth mentoring and counseling and diversity leadership 
development. I am excited to have a person of Raj’s skill and experience leading our 
program. I am also excited about our ability to have attracted a quality teaching staff: 
 

o Cate Vermeland (returning) Lead Art Teacher 
o Krista Paterson (new)  Lead Environmental Science Teacher 
o Elizabeth Mathiot (new) Lead Horticulture Teacher 
o Betsy Allister (returning)  Lead Creative Aftercare Teacher 
o Mali Sicora (new)  Creative Aftercare Teacher 
o Kathryn Vanney (returning) Youth Mentor 
o Jeff Aman (new)  Youth Mentor 
o See Xiong (new)  Youth Mentor 
o Meghan Stotko (new)  Youth Mentor 

 
Lead Teachers are primarily responsible for developing curriculum. Youth Mentor is a 
new position this year, reflecting our emphasis on building stronger relationships 
between staff and children. In order to help your child best reap the benefits or our 
program, each youth mentor will be responsible for a specific group of children. 
Instead of being an assistant to a teacher, the youth mentor is an assistant to your 
child. In addition, you can expect a personal contact from your child’s youth mentor 
within the first two days of camp to assess you and your child’s experience with the 
program. 
 
To help you better identify Farm in the City staff, all staff will be wearing white Farm 
in the City t-shirts. 
 

Location of Activities (New!) 
All program activities will be located in Concordia University classroom spaces and in 
outdoor spaces of the Dunning Recreation Center. 
 
Basic Program and Specialty Camp 
The new drop-off/pick-up location for the Basic Program and Specialty Camp is the 
main entrance to Concordia University’s Library Technology Center/Pearson 
Commons. See an attached map for an aerial view of the location. Parking is available. 
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Children must be dropped off by 9:00 a.m., and unless you are signed up for 
Aftercare, must be picked up by 3:00 p.m. If your child is dropped off late or picked 
up early, a parent or guardian must sign your child in and out with the Program 
Manager. 
 
AfterCare Pick-up Location 
All AfterCare activities (except during rain) will be held outdoors at the Dunning 
Recreation Center. Consequently, the pick-up location for Aftercare will be the 
playground area of the Dunning Recreation Center, 1221 Marshall Ave. In the event of 
rain, children will be in Concordia University’s Luther Hall Room 130. You can find 
Room 130 by: 

1. Enter the Poehler Administration Building, 275 Syndicate St. N., at the statue 
of Martin Luther. 

2. Walk straight into the building, and when forced to turn right or left, turn left. 
3. Room 130 is down the hall on your left. 

If you are in doubt about the weather’s affect on pick-up location, call Raj Sethuraju, 
Summer Program Manager, at 651-247-4275. 

Phone Numbers 
If there is an emergency or if a child cannot be picked up as expected, please call: 

Raj Sethuraju (Summer Program Manager): 651-247-4275 
If you are unable to reach Raj, call: 

Tom Guettler (Executive Director): 651-249-9279 
 

Lunch and Snacks (Important change !) 
Originally, we had planned on participating in the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
Summer Food Service Program. Plans have changed. Because of the high 
compliance demands of the USDA program in relation to the low number of children 
in our summer program, we will NOT be participating in the USDA program. 
Consequently, your child must bring his/her lunch and snacks. Please note that 
refrigeration IS NOT available, so prepare accordingly. 
 
If your child has any food allergies, whether or not they were noted on your 
registration form, please provide us with written notice on the first day of camp. 
 
Please send a water bottle with your child to carry throughout the day. We have 
sources of water and ice on campus. 

Medical 
We do not have trained medical personnel on staff, and consequently, we WILL NOT 
administer over-the-counter or prescription medications to your child. If your child is 
taking any medication, please ensure that your child is able to administer his/her own 
medication. 
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Clothing, Sunscreen, Insect Repellant 
Many of our activities will occur outdoors. We will also be working with paint and 
other art materials. Children should come to the program with appropriate clothes that 
can get wet or dirty during daily activities. Sandals are OK, but please…no flip-
flops. Children should also bring appropriate raingear. 
 
We encourage children to come prepared with sunscreen and hats as they will spend 
the majority of the time outdoors. Also, there are times when an insect repellant will 
be useful. Please send preferred insect repellant and sunscreen products with your 
child. We prefer that these products be in lotion form as these are easier for children to 
apply. 
 

Behavior Guidelines 
In order to teach effectively and to enjoy all our group experiences, we have 
established basic guidelines for behavior. We will emphasize the “Four R’s” with 
children: 

o Respect yourself 
o Respect others 
o Respect others’ property 
o Respect the environment 

Our Staff Manual states “In order to enhance the learning and enjoyment of all 
Summer Program participants, the following guidelines for behavior will be followed: 

o Fighting, foul language and threats of violence will not be tolerated. 
o Staff members will discuss behavior problems with the child 

immediately upon occurrence, following this escalation procedure: 
 First occurrence: Verbal warning 
 Second occurrence: Time away from the group 
 Third occurrence: Intervention 
If the behavior does not improve, parents or guardians will be contacted 
by phone.  If the behavior does not improve after a phone consultation, 
parents or guardians will be asked to meet promptly with staff for 
discussions with the child. 

 
A child may be suspended from the program if disruptive behavior does not cease 
after this series of interventions.” 
 

Educational Tax Credit 
Farm in the City is an educational enrichment program that has been designed by 
educators and which is staffed by professional teachers and artists. As a result, Farm in 
the City qualifies for the educational tax credit now available to Minnesota families 
with children in elementary and secondary schools. Our Federal EIN number is 
41-1950433. Please advise Tom Guettler if you would like a receipt for your program 
fees. 
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Volunteering 
Farm in the City welcomes parent and family volunteers to help with our programs. 
Please call Raj at 651-247-4275 if you have ideas or are able to contribute in some 
way to cultural activities for a specific week, especially as a guest artist. We can 
always use help, especially Monday morning and Friday afternoon. 

Parent Visits 
We welcome parents to observe and participate with their children in the summer 
program. Friday Celebration is the perfect opportunity to meet staff, see the week’s 
projects and share in the cultural celebration with your children. If you would like to 
visit at any time other than Friday afternoon, please contact Raj. For child safety 
reasons, it is important that we know when you will be coming and which portions of 
the program you will be observing.  

Friday Celebration 
Every Friday afternoon, from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m., we will celebrate the week’s learning 
and accomplishments. This is your opportunity to learn about your child’s friends, 
experiences and accomplishments. Our youth mentors will help each child plan and 
participate in activities at a level that matches the child’s comfort level. Family and 
friends are invited…Just show up! 

 Map of Drop-off / Pick-up Location 
See also: http://www.csp.edu/AboutUs/maps/color_campus_map.pdf 
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Daily / Weekly Schedule 
 
 Monday   Tuesday   Wednesday   Thursday   Friday 
8:30 Drop-offs & 

staff meeting 
 8:30 Drop-offs & 

staff meeting 
 8:30 Drop-offs & 

staff meeting 
 8:30 Drop-offs & 

staff meeting 
 8:30 Drop-offs & 

staff meeting 
 9:00 Snack  9:00 Snack  9:00 Snack  9:00 Snack 9:00 to 

10:00 
Orientation 

    
    
 

9:30 to 
11:00 

Bees-Art 
Bats-Garden 
Butterflies-ES  

9:30 to 
11:00 

Bees-Art 
Bats-Garden 
Butterflies-ES  

9:30 to 
11:00 

Bees-Art 
Bats-Garden 
Butterflies-ES  

10:00 
to 
11:30 

Bees-Garden 
Bats-ES 
Butterflies-Art     

9:30 to 
11:30 

Bees-Art 
Bats-Garden 
Butterflies-ES 

    11:30 
to 
12:30 

Lunch 
 

11:00 
to 
12:30 

Bees-Garden 
Bats-ES 
Butterflies-Art  

11:00 
to 
12:30 

Bees-Garden 
Bats-ES 
Butterflies-Art  

11:00 
to 
12:30 

Bees-Garden 
Bats-ES 
Butterflies-Art  

11:30  
to 
12:30 

Lunch 

    
 

12:30 
to 1:30 

Lunch 
 

12:30 
to 1:30 

Lunch 
 

12:30 
to 1:30 

Lunch 
 

12:30 
to 1:30 

Prep for 
celebration 

12:30 
to 2:00 

Bees-ES 
Bats-Art 
Butterflies-
Garden 

    

2:00 to 
2:30 

Group time  

1:30 to 
2:30 

Bees-ES 
Bats-Art 
Butterflies-
Garden 

 

1:30 to 
2:30 

Bees-ES 
Bats-Art 
Butterflies-
Garden 

 

1:30 to 
2:30 

Bees-ES 
Bats-Art 
Butterflies-
Garden 

 

2:30 to 
3:00 

Snack & play  2:30 to 
3:00 

Snack & play  2:30 to 
3:00 

Snack & play  2:30 to 
3:00 

Snack & play  

    2:30 to 
3:30 

Staff meeting 
 

2:30 to 
3:30 

Staff meeting 
 

2:30 to 
3:30 

Staff meeting 
 

2:30 to 
3:30 

Staff meeting 
 

1:30 to 
3:00 

Celebration 

 
 


